
Public Health Reentry Policy Initiative - 
FACT SHEET 

About the 
Organization

Regiona l Congregat ions and 
Neighborhood Organizations (RCNO) 
training center is a national 
intermediary that strengthens and 
connects congregation and community 
organizations throughout the United 
States. RCNO Training Center 
specifically focuses on building the 
capacity of clergy, laity and community 
leaders in small- to mid-sized African 
Amer ican congregat ions and 
community organizations to engage in 
public policy initiatives that lead to 
program innovations and stronger 
communities.  By conducting training 
on faith-based community organizing 
tactics, teaching advocacy skills, 
helping congregations develop 
programs, and sharing strategies for 
changing public  policy, RCNO creates 
opportunit ies for clergy and 
churchgoers alike to demonstrate 
leadership as advocates for their 
families and communities. Groups 
affiliated with RCNO have gained 
national  recognition for their holistic 
and community-centered approaches 
to addressing criminal  justice issues, 
banking reinvestment, environmental 
justice and economic  development 
issues. Leadership training, community 
organizing, empowerment, innovative 
programs and faith are at the core of 
the RCNO approach to community 
building and uplift. 

Contact and More Info
RCNO Training Center

1061 East 54th Street
Los Angeles, CA. 90011

(323) 234-8154
info@rcno.org

www.rcno.org

P R I M A R Y C O N C E R N :   The healthcare needs of recently 
released offenders are being ignored. Their health conditions are 
negatively impacting the families and communities that receive them. 

A B O U T T H E  I S S U E :
309,000 offenders are returning to California communities each 
year for the foreseeable future. Many have significant health 
challenges. The California Department of Corrections & 
Rehabilitation’s Healthcare Department was recently placed under 
federal receivership because one person dies needlessly a week #om 
medical neglect according to a federal judge.

R E C O M M E N D E D  S T R AT E G I E S :
• Form Public Health Reentry Task Forces in 5 California Counties (Los 

Angeles, Alameda, San Diego, San Bernardino & Riverside). The Task 
Forces will develop policy recommendations to increase access to public 
health services to ex-offenders and their families. Task forces comprised 
of faith based groups, public health officials, criminal justice officials.

• Faith based organizations provide public support for recommendations, 
health care education, referrals and support to ex-offenders.

• Faith based organizations and counties approach State of California for 
additional funding for healthcare for ex-offenders and their families. 
Funding targeted to communities over-represented by recently released 
offenders.

“No One is Coming To Help Us But Us.” Rev. Eugene Wi#iams

http://www.rcno.org
http://www.rcno.org


 

I.  Form county public health taskforce steering committees comprised of local African American 
churches. 

II.  Establish county public health policy taskforce(s) comprised of County public health officials, 7 
local churches, health services providers,1 drug and alcohol court judge and County public safety 
officials. 
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County taskforce develops processes for cross-county communication; 
identifies and develop public health reentry policies; creates local and 
statewide strategies for delivery of health reentry policy recommendations at 
the State level. 

Long term funding streams 
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Counties allocated funding for 
health education and related health 
services to serve reentrants. 
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