
Speaker agrees to 
appoint a Select 
Committee 
COMMITTEE WILL EXAMINE THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS OF 
EX-OFFENDER REENTRY
California Assembly Speaker Karen 
Bass agreed to appoint a select 
committee to examine the public health 
implications of ex-offender reentry. 
Regional Congregations and 
Neighborhood Organizations (RCNO) 
affiliate organizations requested a select 
committee to response to the public 
health needs of residents returning from 
prison and the communities that receive 
them.

Bass told the RCNO delegation “this is 
an extremely strategic way of addressing 
this issue.”

RCNO’s efforts are timely. A three judge 
panel recently ruled that the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation (CDCR) will have to 
release almost 55,000 inmates over the 
next two years because of the health 
risks caused by prison overcrowding. 

Speaker Karen Bass agreed to 
introduce legislation to increase public 
health and safety funding for 
California counties. Bass responded 
to a request from People Serving A 
Larger Mission (PSALM) and the City 
of Los Angeles. PSALM is an RCNO 
affiliated group.

“This will not be easy given the our 
budget constraints,” she said. RCNO/
PSALM leaders were not deterred. 
“Many ask if we can afford it” said 
Rev. Eugene Williams. “The larger 
question is can we afford not to do it. 
Counties can not continue to protect 
our public health and safety without 
additional state funding.”  

Bass agrees to introduce bill to 
increase reentry funding for counties

AGREEMENTS REACHED- Speaker 
Karen Bass was in good spirits after her 
meeting with RCNO leaders and officials 
from the City of Los Angeles.

A LARGER MISSION- PSALM lead 
organizer Rev. Everett Bell Jr. listens while 
PSALM leader Rev. Clayton Russell 
addresses Speaker Bass. 

STATEWIDE PRESENCE- San Diego Area 
Congregations for Change (SACC) 
representatives Tukufu Kalonji and Clovis 
Honore confer during meeting.
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Families, government 
and the general public 
will benefit from Select 
Committee

Eugene Williams III

• • •

Families, government, and the 
general public need accurate 
information and awareness of their 
health status and treatment options 
to responsibly reintegrate residents 
returning from prison. Community 
health and safety depend on it.

State prison and county jails are 
people custodians. They are 
potential incubators for 
communicable disease consequently. 
Many recently released residents 
have been exposed in custody to 
hepatitis, drug-resistant staph 
infections and other communicable 
diseases. Elected officials and the 
general public are largely unaware of 
the problem’s extent. 

California’s parolees are released 
from a state prison health service 
system in shambles. A series of court 
decisions since 1988 have found that 
the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(CDCR) health care system violates 

the Eighth Amendment U.S. 
Constitution protection against “cruel 
and unusual punishment.”

Reentry seriously impacts the fiscal 
health of California counties. Counties 
are responsible for providing 
aftercare to returning residents. 
Mental health care, communicable 
and chronic disease care effectively 
fall under county jurisdiction. 

Returning residents should not be 
demonized. They have paid their debt 
to society. They deserve adequate 
public health care.

We commend California Assembly 
Speaker Karen Bass for agreeing to 
appoint a select committee to 
examine reentry public health 
challenges. Californians’ health and 
safety depend upon it.

COMMITMENT KEPT: LOS ANGELES MAYOR DELIVERS

INMATE HEALTH STATUS: WHAT WE KNOW

California Parolees Experience:

 4 times greater rate of active TB

 9-10 times greater rate for hepatitis C

 5 times higher rate of AIDS (8-9 times higher)

 1.5-5 times higher rate of mental illness

 Higher rates of substance abuse

 Higher rates of chronic diseases

Prisoner Reentry: What Are the Public Health Challenges (RAND, 2003)

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s word 
is good. He agreed to partner with 
People Serviing A Larger Mission 
(PSALM) to seek increased state 
funding to address the public health 
and safety needs associated with ex-
offender reentry.

Deputy Mayor Deigo Alvarez and 
Donna Meidl-Estacio, Director of 
State Relations for the City of Los 
Angeles, represented the mayor at a 
meeting between PSALM and 
California Assembly Speaker Karen 

Bass. Alvarez and Medi- Estacio 
provided astute advice and support. 
“We agreed to support PSALM in its 
efforts to address the issue of 
reentry...Our city needs their help,” 
Alvarez said.

Rev. Rodney Howard was pleased 
with the mayor’s support. “The 
mayor’s staff did what we asked 
them to do.” Pierre Tijerino agreed. 
“Both Deigo and Donna helped a lot.” 



Counties’ public health needs mandate 
inclusion in prison healthcare fix

RCNO TO MEET 
WITH 

GOVERNOR TO 
DISCUSS 

REENTRY
 California Assembly 

Speaker  Karen Bass 
agreed to arrange a meeting 
between RCNO affiliates 
and Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. The 
meeting will present an 
opportunity to discuss 
RCNO’s strategies to reduce 
the number of people going 
into California prisons. 
RCNO will also share its 
ideas to reduce recidivism 
and successfully reintegrate 
residents returning from 
prison.

ADDITIONAL 
MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS
Speaker Bass discussed 
her desire to strengthen 
the California reentry 
advisory committee.

She offered to arrange 
meetings with key 
legislators and agency 
official to address RCNO’s 
public health and public 
safety agendas.

Speaker Bass said she looks 
forward to a timely, relevant 
report on reentry public 
health challenges published 
by the RAND Corporation in 
collaboration with RCNO. 
RAND will release the report 
in April 2009.

LEGISLATURE MAY USE BOND FINANCING TO COMPLY 
WITH FEDERAL MANDATE TO FIX CORRECTIONS’ 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM. COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH NEEDS 
MUST BE INCLUDED
Legislators passed a $7.9 billion bond expenditure for new 
prison construction in 2006. Legislators may obligate 
California to an additional $ 8 billion to fix the CDCR 
Healthcare Department. State legislators must include 
California counties’ public health needs in any new bond 
commitments. 

Counties are responsible by default for providing aftercare to 
returning residents. Mental health, communicable and 
chronic disease care effectively fall under county jurisdiction. 
Reentry seriously impacts public health in California 
counties. Returning residents’ health and safety, as well as 
the communities that receive them, are at stake. The fiscal 
viability of California’s counties is no less vulnerable.

State legislators would frustrate their own efforts to promote 
public health and safety in California by fixing the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation health care 
system without strategically funding California counties.  
Anything less than a comprehensive approach to reentry 
health issues would force cuts in other essential services to 
meet the healthcare needs of returning residents and the 
communities that receive them.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

California houses 

more women in 

prison than any other 

state. 

Prison population 

growth for women is 

expected to outpace 

men during the next 5 

years.

Children with one or 

more parents in 

prison or jail have 

more than a 70 

percent chance of 

going to prison or jail 

during their lifetime.



RCNO Training Center
Regional Congregations and Neighborhood Organizations Training Center (RCNO) is a 
community organizing and public policy intermediary that strengthens and connects 
congregation and community organizations throughout the United States. Small- to mid-sized 
congregations and community organizations are RCNO’s priority. RCNO Training Center 
specifically focuses on building the capacity of clergy, laity and community leaders to 
participate in public life through structured community organizing campaigns and public 
policy initiatives. RCNO’s work produces informed leaders that promote community driven 
solutions to pressing problems, expanding the public square and fortifying communities.

RCNO Training Center • 1061 East 54th Street * Los Angeles, CA 90011 • 323-234-8154 (phone) • 323-234-8198 (fax)
www.rcno.org (web) •info@rcno.org (electronic inquiries)
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