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A group of small urban churches
has sh:tfted its focus to education,
_wlth pubhc schonls to

mwmrmrmnum

PREACHING SUCCESS

n a church social hall in south Los Angeles, a group of
black Christian pastors itemized what they want: political
leverage, public funds, housing projects that work. Bul
mosi imporant. they want a role for the church in lifling
Adrican Amernican students off the lowest rung af publie
education and a church-based progrom for adults who

Aeed high school equivalency centilicates,
A the end ol the mesting, Pastor Welton Pleasant in-
mun.?gwkul Amos, the Old Testament prophel. Most preachers
rngs  invoke the words 1o wamn of vengeance, but Pleasant

starr  urned them inte a promise of hope.
WRITER  “Let justice run down like s mighry stream,”” he sabd with
ke DLE B RUTILICIILSS.

Could social justice for African Americans spring from
tis pink stucco church that looks like a motel? Could the computer lab
qstairs be the mighty stream that moves the neighborhood beyond illit-
racy and unemployment?

That Is the plan in dozens ol small, low-income churches across Los
anpeles, Compron and Inglewood, Alter nine years ol hard wark, 45 pas-
s have estnblished o network of education programs that reaches info
1 community and olfers help o struggling students, whether or nol
1wy atiendd o churci.

AL every step, the pastors bave laced bariers. There are issues of
hureh and state, resistance rom eachers’ unions and the challenge of
onvincing [riends as well as enemices thal their untested proposal for a
armership with schools can wark.

e grooup, e Los Angeles Metropolitnn Churches, known as LAM,

e don as a lopic ; il ri At 1op, Kendrick Bolon, B, finds a homework haven ot the leaming
..r_s ils mission as a logical I'IIL"'IIBHIJH ol the civil rights I'I'JD'UII!IMI!.I of the oo 3t Busieh Lo . Smith belpe
. 1t nims 10 recapture that era’s urgency, which was direcled away  jeromi Anderson, 16, “Hhﬂ his m‘ And Tracy llandcox gives 6-

Please see Churches, E3  yoor-nkds Devin Dawis, iefi, and Lawrence jones, some math jessons.
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from education ssucs onoe legisia-
thon seemetl 0 puaraniee coual
PRy,

“We're pont-civil rights.” said the
Aoy, Eugrne Willlans, 39, LA M-
roprolitan’s cxocutive dinecior. “The
anm v s b0 work on ocel, prioty

ing o lounder or a charananc
lrades, bet cleatly Use wisson for LA
“empolilan bogen with Williams,
A loemey peestal workers onion o~

eame west i 199 with the dream
ol bringing together small chuorches
i soncial chargge. Mow the associae
pastor ol Mount (Hive Second Bap-
ust chorch i Watts, Williaims spent
his Tirwt o years in Los Angeles
forming a leadership team of fke-
mintdet pastors who listened 1o the
conecerms of their congregations.

Education a
Top Priority

lInemployiment, prison records
for 1% of Adrican American men
natiorvwice ond housing made the
shon list But education, the engine
that can deive Africun  American
childdren out of this cycle, come st

The LA Metmpodimn solution i
“One Chisrch One School.™ a juo-
gravn (had wses church Bclliies a5
Iy centens 1o supplement ciss
wnk

The asn 6 oe.all 45 duordes ©
o, Ll wweve oefobis ! claldoen
can keam cosmpatey dolls Wilkames
eutarsod Uhe clamanary costs o
LA Movopoldan's odcation pao-
praeves ot sl mooe than 5300000
Thae L Angiches UlmaGed Schweol Des-
e, e sl has agvensd 0 conrnb
e alwmal hall e Gnds o e
mdubl evlocaton progmom and cowne
[RRET R

A Motropolitan also has o
aied a parent orpEnienion dee of-
lers thovn wiun Willians calls “non-
tradhitionnl cducation.” Williams
wanis pEwcnls oo the churches io
he sawvy about potential trouble
spots in the local public schools,
from asmual budpgets und wocher
crodontials o acadenic miings.

"I SR prasenis o MO 2 mesting
with school admunisimions  aml
ey well-prepaned, they'll Enow
winil guestions (o ask,” e said.

There 8 no precedent for LA
Metmpalian’s progam, a fact that
« af onon the best and he handest
thungy about I Only 12 of the 45
cliiinches 0 tha f"'ﬂill'll"'ifﬂ"ﬂli iy
fune o compuier b and 11 have a
nitoangg progrm. Progress has beea
choved by bkt Banals, a5 well as
b pond w0 hend-wveere older buald-
i 0 pecommonote the oo (ech
Taegty

When injn do Gl o place.
lwevrwer, the resporese s 2wl Ten
compmaters ameed s e Chistian
ey (msrchoon South Western Av-
o i Lon Anpries lasd sunminer,
e widhin ure muedbs, 35 chil-
dhien sl adults bad pechminacy
i iy b o o ey

e E3ll, amed by jamumry the denrh
mecting roocs burred with the
wamuls of moer than 20 sacents
vl they eancts practicing radng,
drilling madh wblcs aml figuring
herracvrork mny Mloswioy aeshic
Tiwoogh Serdoy school | founed

ol the childmen couldn’ el o
write.” said Measant. who pesion
Soruith L Anggelis Raypitisl. Memhers
of the congregation, sevoral of them
professional wachem, volunleeonal
w hedp. He asked sundents whose
praches impooved with help [rom the
leaming contor (o powd Uwhr 1epon
candds  during o Sunday  seeviee,
Whinn Uy ahiel, vomnnee ehiilelren corme
i thae ceinder

Dimimond  Handolply, 8 a thivd-
grader al nearby Netty Planencia 11
cmentary School, hos been doling
her homework ol the chreh sioee
lausa

“1 wanied o do beiter In math,
readivgg and spetiing,” she said, and
she has won o school wward log im
proveniend. " leam a ot of new
things heye,”

jason Willssme, 10, a Rih-grader
who odemiz be has wcrribie study
b, stomieed @t i ceniey o e
ary

"Wy orwmama, sumie snd praney
coene ot thes chasrch, and | necabed
hedp with vy homework,” wed Ja-
o, a studonit Al Covmineda Elernen
tary Schasl “1 vhank 0 oo bester o |
crume beere”

Sach wnall swores caee e g
il vl tha B et ol LA Mot
polimn’s daily Oie. Las spring
chumrh besders mypiated band wilh
sctool boand members i Compion
over whwthey chwrches con be vsaed
os siues for pable: school prograns
Sincy e, rolutins have been
wroegited by schoul  sdiministriom
e Comptesnn sl Inghevood. wllow.
ing churches and schools 1w work
tovpspsthies,

One recent Saturdey moming,
LAUSD DBoard President Genethin
chl- licided questions Iram  moim

tn, many with chil-
dmn I.'n:l.i them. The stmnephaone
at First Umited Medhodis Chureh on
1 0By Sirodr wak open and fienadly

Belore  ihe moeting  Haves
poinded oue thal, by low, poblic
sclounls caniii irmnspaet Cliildren oo
churches o puamdis cwacli puo

e i sclusdls

"1 absaolutely uiwieisiang Wi G
wall betwecien clusich and staie,” dn
<zl

As i Cowngeiney aumd bevglevemd,
LA Mt rospuonki o fom poopora] i
chucches in aress sovedd by the
LAUSD prowsde adhdi siudens
moedl of iwgh school diplsnes and
that the schesal boond supply corti-
) sencher Plomssi capecs
start soch a peagmm @ s chaech
in April

In scddivesn, LA Slotrogodicn
COnEregations wand m erale pobidic
schond siuschers 0 ovker pon o afiey
AW IO (WAL

"I s oomapleycly spyEopTiaic Jarwl
ooerest o pastors @ pull iogrther
mnd couple the canch wah abe
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fer aler-school pmgrm only for
their man stodenis, anid charches
offer them for their members. LA
Me litan s oalng  that
thur:lﬁ?naﬂ ch.m:hﬂnﬂrmrl Igmqlm
lior programs open o the bioader
commumity. These steps only sovm
w confirm Willkans' busic theory:
“We are testing the pereoptinn ihat
the church b imelevant,” e sald be-
fore the mecting with Hayes, Bt
when she left, e made b clear dun
he i testing more than one pevcop-
Lhomn

A Feeling of
Being Powerless

“The education sysiom in our
nerphbnrhonds s under assaali,” he
il audience members, alier asu
i tean thar Uings had pome well
thay inoming. ~Rermember, we hawe
o pormaneyn fierds, no perms-
o cremees, ooy (aerTeanen s

i =

I B’ band o eoderstaw] why
Willanrt commanch. wach attoniom
welien he spesks. His gquibet way, born
smind prad eapeyience with the worw
ol husvas Ny cun wop 8 petn
il - thougin

Toeniy yoos ago | beand |V
Sioner, the Sone Mowssing Ga.
KK prand wosnd, sposk,” Willbmos
said by way of explaining lis s
siwr. “This ‘white keighil® sald, ‘W
voui o't weand a black person
ko sormcthing, put it in & book.
Thut paralyeed me.™

His sense e soaller  chwrclees
el powerdess w change ihings
nmed Williams™ attention oo their
siiunton. He lomows e Tnestrateons
of being small ar a tme whon the
mega-church  system  has  neves
e sirnngar in Lo Aogelee

During the last 15 years, Cron
phanw Chinstinn Conaer and bis 10,000
mombers, Wost Angedes. Clrch of
Gl i Christ and jis 14000 mom-
bers, and First AME and s 17.000
membeis have fbeod the sune
panddcin LA Mobopodion  lacos,
bt Uiy huod e mesrs 1o solve the
probdens within thed own walls
Phey opersed Usese oo scbmmds and
fwnend parinershings, with banks and
oofporaibons o rebuaild the
suunding mesphdesrhorsch.

“We lowe one of the op coviiflca-
s Uhe cousmiry,” U Bew, Fred-
erck Poce ol Cremshow Chrislan
Cromirr saml abwenst bis cimerety ool
remy. which inchubes
thwrmrzh gyade 1L Mo of owr s
denia g0 on o oollege.” Soch ben-
clits are eyt the reseh of e
smalier congrrgion.

“in cwery mmant v seew, Advd-
can Armevican chdldeen are on e

1 CLRNEY ¢ Toors Drosty Spmer
The Rev. &mmmm-mm with Ashion Austin, 5, at schools” meetin

banom of the barrel,” Hayes sai
the Lo Angeles public school sy
toty, The most fecent scores on
subewide Stunford 1 assessment i
shicreriad that, in 1996, African Amer
can children ranked kowest amon
idemiilled ethnic groups o the «
ey o bigh schood levek.

OF 1,000 i A A
riean American el ekl
B, yor the highest score for Asiar
el whiles vas 972 AL the luw en
pme Alrican American studcn
minde 27 puinls amd el metlis
scnre, 497, ko was the fowesy |
comntrisd, e miedion seooe for A
siudlenis was 758 with 2 low of 31
Whites scoved a median of 724 @
had & low of 424,

Posdls shwer thai African Americ
melu. see the public school prol

e critical. Gighty-theer perce
ravedd the achond syem poor, cow
e vl 63 of wihele parenis, 2
cording in & 1557 | os Angeles Tim
sl

| down 't thind vhad Adrican Ame
CAT PSP GIE TUmEng Jway o
pubilsc echocaton,” Hayres sid “7
ihey e hepmrtng 0 loed hopei
"w wr fan nan b wyelr
whiamu

thtullﬂl‘\ e vas e b il
bleck community. Charch basies
v pumtm ol thal edhusmem b
bt a pronty lor Moican Amric
crwgrepgation: snce the mad- | T

‘Ao desegregation i Owe T
church bmden sabd, ‘Gond, gover
menl B aking responsibility |
whiat it's suppoesd . We can o
o smd Andrew Rilliogsley, wl
stwsilied 1,000 hlack Christh
chwrches for his ook, “Mighty 1
8 Miver™ (Osford University Pre
20000}

Boyond taldng, maers back in
Wiy owen hande, he said, congreg
thond ahould iako an essential su
furthier.

Ania churches need o o
Wh’rl n Imeans 10 pressan LV |
mienl lnta doing what & jus,” B
lirypabeny sl

Tw wporal sothioniy of el
lwaiders vormass a pesweriul eees |
change, Bullnpshey sad

Al & wecend mceting, LA Men
politan’s leaders. agreed on Ue
b roweane, ol EnpSTAEETE

“As pemdors of wall ooongrep
iweins, v clidhn | bawe the roumor
0 prach un the community.” w
LA Metmpolitn's presidens, |
Rew. Richard Berd. “We werr
ey brepldng oo Bohis on and o
desary open. e LA Metropodiy
brwaps i copzmmy o et a ootk
ey e prostey wockd We've wma
e the ressey prod of e coee
-3
Mory Rowrkr caw & reecisen
ey Oy Lty e, T




