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Garcetti Drafts Blll Proposed by Black Churches

u Parolees: Former
inmates would have to
pass equivalency exams
as a condition of parole.

By MILES CORWIN
TIMES STAPF WRITER

Los Angeles Dist. Atlly. Gl
Garcettl told representatives of
an organization of black
churches Monday night that he
has drafled leglslation requiding
former inmates (o pass high
school equivalency exams as a
‘eondition of parole and probation.

The leaders of Loa Angeles
Metropolitan Churches had pro-
posed the idea to Garcett! about
four months

The districl atiorney’s olflee
has drafled the legisiation, he
said, and the Rev. Carl Wesking
ton, who is running unopposed
for a state Assembly seal repre-
senting soulheastern Los An-
geles Cltuntr. has agreed Lo
l‘;ﬂ:m of the church group
:;l.ll.;. dm'und that, w;‘m to

L] Dﬂpl.ﬂmml. a =
Lics, T0% of repeal offenders are
literate.

arcelll prepares (o addres)

As a result, members declded
that teaching them to read and
write could be a way to curb
recidiviem.

“We'd like to take the lead in
encouraging olher ethnle groups
to take for educat-
Ing ex-offenders,” said Eugene

Williama, direclor of the organi-
gation, “We'd llke o create a
multiethoic, multicultural pro-
gram so people can gel Lhe
education they need in their own
communities.

“African American churches
always have held education In

reverence,” he added.

“8o here's an opportunity for
the Alrican American commu-
nity Lo provide mﬁ]ﬂn; for
young Afriean Americans
who've just been relessed from
prison.”

It s still unclear how the
program would be funded, Gar-
cettl pald, “Every county could
do it as they see fiL," he sald
“Churches and elvic organiza-
Uons would want to be invalved.
It would be a natural for granta
and for the business community
because this Is a very concrale
program . . . and a good way Lo
fight crime.”

Aboul a year ago, Log Angeles

Churches, which (s
composed of 25 black churches
and civie organizations, decided Lo
push for iericy requirements for
prisoners as a way to fght crime.

“People in our community tald
mambers of cur argantzation that
crime was the ltsue thal they
were most concerned about, the
key problem that they fell was
destroying their nelghborhoods,”
maid the Rev, Richard Byrd, pas-
tor of Christ Unity Center. "So
we declded to do something
about erima In our community.”

The crganization has proposed
seiling up and operating il own
literacy program in South-Cen-
tral Los Angeles, using volun-
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teera Lo educate parol ééa.

“If you just gol oul of prison and
can't even fill out a job application,
how are you going Lo go straight?™
Byrd said “Literacy iz a funda-
mental need o survive In our
sochety. And if you can't survive by
mmrou’uldn;m

Members of the organizalion
to a number of criminal
experts and wvimited state

prisons, They discovered thal al-
though there are minimal educa-

The organization decided 1o turn
to the district attorney’s office for  the district

InJmhthuhnpudmrﬁn;
attorniey to ke action,
about 250 members of the group

slaged an “accountability rally” in

‘f you just got out of prison and can’t even flll out @8 front of the eriminal courts build.
, how are ing to go stral . Ing. Williams said.

job application  you going to go ght? oy B -

REV. RICHARD BYRD promised he would investigate

- e i

tion programs in prisona, there help, and nitatives met with Tlﬂim:u'mtmuﬂhe

areno literacy requirements or ar.'urll members & year ago.  came by tonight Lo tell us what he's
mandaten. ‘But Uitle progress was made, accomplished
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