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Clergy gets support
on hill for ex-cons |
to get their GED

By Richerd G. Barnse
Tribuna Staif

A coalition mup of churches
in the five-county Philadglphla
area traveled to Hasrisburg this
weok and won suppari of area
lawmakers for a bill to require
ex-offenders to- get their GED
certificats as_a -condition of
prrole of probation, )

Citing statistics which ‘the
coalition soid shows that 45 per-
cent of prison inmatzss failed to
complete high jchool, the group
sald o GBED Initlative could go a

long wny |q ::e.ducmg the F:tn nl".

ropeat affqrders. -

“Our waip - m‘hucarn in l}ml
there's no hope. There's no hope
bacavse they're uumplurud
They're unemployed because
they're uneducated,” said the
Rev. William Gaflaey, pastor of
the New Covenant Presbyterian
Church and president of the Con-
gregations Organized for Public
Engagsmant.

The group also spoke to the
lawmakers about the state
restructuring public schools,

(Continuad an Paga 4-4)

rice G0

Clergy gets support on bill for ex-cons to get their GED

(Continuad from Page 1-A)

Gaffney said thers seemé (o
e @ direst link betweean the lack
if education and the tendency
oward crime that disproportion-
tely offects minorltles, who
omprise 70 peccent of the
tate's prison population.

“In our communitiss we 328
bat played out in reality avery-

day,” sald Gaffney, who added
that 45 percent of inmates never
finished high school and 78 pec-
canl are repeat offendars.

under the banner of
the Regional Confersnce of
Meighborhood Organizations
(RCHO), 25 loaders represeating
flve organizations and 30
chucches in the five-county ares
went to Harrlsburg Tuesday and
met with Reps. Dwlght Evans,
Jobn Myers, Thaddeus Kickland,
Aatheny 1. Malio and Timothy
Henpaasey.

Bach of the representacives
threw their suppart behind the
bitl.

“[ certainly would be ready to
sponzgor 3 bill around chis initla-
tive,” said My=rs, who has sent
the proposza] to the Iu|ill.l.lilu
refarence burcau to be drafled.
*Thers are A numbér of questions
though, that [ have.”

Myers offerad other initiatives
which could be Included, such as
2 prison-to- work program.

The Philadelphla churches are

following the example of the Los
Angeles Metropolitan Churches
[LAMC) which has beea working
fer the lnst three years on a siml-
lar plan. The California bill s a
five-year pilot program for Los
Angales and other participating
cities. '

In Peonsylvanin, the GED pro-
gram would begin aa a pilot pro-
gram in the southenstern part of
the siaia. k

Kickland waa "supportive of
the eatire package.” But he sald
he would also like to sea trade
skills opportanities also made
available for thoss getting out of
prison,

A fow of the r:pm:nuﬁvn
wore concernzd sentepees would
be sxtended if inmates failed 1o
pass their GED test prior to
reloase.

Hennessey said he could sup-
port the bill if it proved conutitu-
tional. Bach legislator voleed
comezrn over the language of the
bill. A more deralled discussion
would take place oncs the moa-

sure ls inroduced.

Another eodcern among the
elecgy and lay parsons was the
takeover school districts im
Philadalphie, and in Chester,

Lucills Gynat of the Metwork
of Congragational Development
in Chester Couoty, sald there
ware no heacings In her area
before the state ploced the
Chester-Upland School Distriot
in receivership several years ago,

The cry was schosd later in
the day when some 200 members
of the Philadelphis Stwdent
Union, an organization of high
school studants, descended on
the Capltol Rotonda for & noisy
demogstration, The students
wanted state legislators o pump
additional funds into  the
Philadelphia school system,

Last weeck, the Gonaral
Assembly voted to allow the
state education secratary to take
over the district oace he con-
cludes that it is distressed.

The Issue arose after Philadel-

‘phia. School Superintendsnt

David Hornbeok says he would
clasa tha sehools next March i
the state did not come up with
another 383 million tw close the
district’s budget gap.

"We are not recommanding
that the distrier had to ba
closed,” said Panla Hess of the
legislative commission go
restructuriog Pennsylvania's
urban schools. "That was one l:tnt‘I
the options. It's always an
option,"

The coalition group |avied
and received commitments from
tha stats rapresentatives to
revisit the GED nnd other educa-
tiopnl jssues at o Jupe regional
meeting in the Philadelphia ares -
which RCNO expacts between
500 and [,000 congregants to
attend.

“Our objectives were met,"
sald Gaffoey. “We got totel
sponsorship, which we were iry-
Ing to do, We also got commit-
ments from cepresapiatives ... L0
come back and mest with us snd
dialogue,”



