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Ridley-Thomas Introduces
Ex-Felon Education Bill

(Sacramento) - On Friday, Asscm-
blyman Mark Ridley-Thomas (D-Lo=
Angeles) introduced n measure that
makes it easier for participants in the
Los Angeles Metropolitan Chiurches
(LAM) ex-Ielon education program to
allain # pencral cducation diploma
(GED)LAB 1901, sponsored by LAM,
madilics the memaire of success of
the orgenization's ex-felon education
program lo consider an improvement
of three cducational grade levels in
Ihree years a suceess.

*This measure increases the likeli-
hood that more ex-felons participat-
ing in e education progim will ac-
twally see the fruilion of heir eTors
sl receive their GED,™ said Assem-
blyman Ridley-Thomas, “As currently
structured, the program docs nol al-
ford sulficient time 1o those working
hirrd to bevoming law abiding o pro-
uctive eltizens within the allowed
time frame. Tt is very discournging to
those who have invested time in the
progemm only 1o have their effons be

deemed o failure because they were
unable to complete their GED in three
years, and as a result most drop their
cducational pursuits. It is common
knowledge that the more éducation o
person has, the more they contribute
1o socicty and the less likely they are
to iccidivale,”

Specifically, AB 1901 would chunge
the measure of success lor the Los
Angeles Metropolitun Churches ex-
[elon education program by consid-
ering an improvement of three grade
lewels over three vears a success. The
current criteria for success require
parnicipants (o achicve GED's wilhin
three years, The Los Angeles Metru-
politan Cliwrches operite the ex-felon
education program, which is a state
sponsored pilotl program, Acconlding
to LAM, almost 90% ol all persons
arrested in Califomia do nol have o
high school diploma and on average,
read on an cighth grade level. A con-
dition of parole/probation reguires ex-
offenders 1o find and retnin meaning-

ful employment, which is difficull o
altain withoul a high school cduca-
tign. Most ex-offenders return to lo-
cal communitics withoul any legiti-
mate chance of finding meaningful
work. Frequently, the only avenuc
open (o persons withoul sulTicient lit-
cracy skills is the illegal cconomy,
which usually results in re-incgreera-
tion. In fact, national studies show
that 70% of all repeat offenders have
one common trail = they can't read.

LAM is a nenvork of 45 Alricon
Amwerican congregutions that span
Los Angeles Counly. The orpanizn-
tion was founded in1994 1o address
hopelessnoss and despair in the Adn-
can American community, Their mis-
ston is lo build the capacity of clergy,
lay and community lenders 1o revilal-
ize iheir communitics,

The measure will be heard inoan
Assembly policy commiltec later his
spring. To view the bill language, please
visil the Califormn State Assembly’s
weebsito wl wwwassginblyv.ca gov,
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